

Mr. Fernet is a senior scientist with over 25 years of experience as a biologist, which includes positions with both the Provincial and Federal governments, lecturer in Ichthyology at the University of Saskatchewan, and his consulting career which commenced in 1976.  His accreditation’s include certification as a fisheries scientist by the American Fisheries Society.  Mr. Fernet has been responsible for supervising and conducting numerous fisheries and habitat inventory and impact assessment studies worldwide.  He has performed duties which range from field collection of water quality, benthic invertebrate and fisheries information through to impact assessment, multidisciplinary project management and providing expert testimony to a variety of regulatory hearings.  Mr. Fernet has been formally trained in the use of IFIM by the Instream Flow Group of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Mr. Fernet has conducted instream flow needs investigations on many rivers and streams including tributaries of the Methow River, the Little Spokane River, and the Oldman, Belly, St. Mary, Waterton, Crowsnest, Bow and Red Deer rivers in Alberta,.  Mr. Fernet is a leading aquatic researcher in regard to instream flow needs for the fisheries resource and has had major fisheries involvement in Multiple Objectives Planning Program studies such as the South Saskatchewan River Basin Planning Program, Pekisko Creek Water Management Study and various Water Management Unit planning studies for Alberta Environment.  Mr. Fernet has acted as the project manager for a large number of IFN studies, and has on many occasions represented clients at public hearings and acted as an expert witness on various projects.

PROJECT EXPERIENCE
Chewuch River Instream Flow Needs Analysis
CLIENT:  Windhaven LLC

A watershed management plan is being developed for the Chewuch River, a major tributary of the Methow River in Washington State.  Golder Associates was retained by consumptive water users in the basin to represent their interests in the development of this plan.

WRIA Watershed Management Project
CLIENT:  WRIA 1 Management Project Initiating Governments

Several attempts had been made at the development of a watershed management plan for the Nooksack River in Washington.  As a result of conflicting interests by water users, development of a plan had been unsuccessful.  The initiating governments developed a strategy of assembling a group of instream flow needs specialists to develop a strategy, with the involvement of the stakeholders.  Golder Associates was one of the specialists invited to participate in this process.

Little Spokane River Instream Flow Needs Study
CLIENT:  Spokane County PUD

As part of the development of a watershed management plan for the Spokane River watershed, a requirement existed for the development of the instream flow needs for the Little Spokane River.  Golder Associates was retained to develop the watershed management plan, and the instream flow needs of the Little Spokane River.

Bow River Instream Flow Needs Study
CLIENT:  Alberta Environment

Instream Flow Needs analysis and development of habitat preference criteria for the Bow River between Ghost Reservoir and Bassano Dam.

Assiniboine River Instream Flow Needs Study
CLIENT:  Manitoba Conservation

Increased economic development in the Assiniboine River watershed in Manitoba has resulted in concerns about water allocation in this watershed.  Golder Associated was retained to develop the instream flow needs for fishes in this basin, using 2-D hydraulic modeling and the Instream Flow Incremental Methodology.
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